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NOTES. 

Note on a Passage in the Impossibilia of Siger of Brabant. 

There is a brief passage in the first topic treated in the Impossibilia, 
which has been misunderstood by Baeumker in his learned edition of 
that work. 1 The passage occurs on page 2, 1. 27, of Baeumker's edition, 
and reads as follows : " Illiud quod possibile est, ex extrinseco est possibile 
vel naturam habet possibilis. Et a destructione consequentis : quod non 
est possibile, vel naturam non habet possibilis per extrinsecum aliquod, vel 
per defectum extrinseci non habet naturam possibilis. Intelligentiam 
autem esse est tale quia non videtur dependere ex aliquo, ad cuius non- 
esse ipsam non esse sequatur." 

Baeumker (p. 125) translated the passage as follows: "Was moglich 
ist, ist durch ein Ausseres (eici von ihm verschiedenes Seiendes) moglich 
oder hat dufch ein solches die Natur des Moglichen. Also, wenn wir die 
Abfolge in ihr negatives Gegenteil verkehren: Was nicht moglich ist, 
dem kommt es entweder durch ein Ausseres zu, dass es nicht die Natur 
des Moglichen hat, oder aber es hat wegen Mangels eines Aussern, durch 
das es moglich ' gemacht werden konnte, die Natuf des Moglichen nicht. 
. . . Das Sein der IntelKgenz ist . . . derart, dass sie nicht von irgend 
etwas abzuhangen scheint, auf dessen Nichtsein ihr eigenes Nichtsein 
folgte." 

Baeumker himself admits that the argument as thus translated is ob- 
scure, and in fact without meaning, unless a great deal is inserted and 
supplied which is not in the text Baeumker suggests in fact that the 
text is corrupt, 2 and proceeds to supplement it in a way scarcely war- 
ranted. This circumstance alone is suspicious, and any attempt to make 
a sequential argument out of the text as it stands has prima facie justi- 
fication. I believe that the text as we have it is correct and makes good 
sense. Baeumker misunderstood the meaning of the word " consequentis," 
1. 29. He says in a note, p. 125, note 4, " so verstehe ich die destructio 
consequentis, p. 2, 29: negative Umkehr einer Abfolge." In other words 
he understands "consequens" to mean the same as " consequential 
namely sequence, consequence. Hence if the proposition is: "That which 
is possible, is possible or has the nature of possibility from something 

1 " Die Impossibilia des Siger von Brabant," Minister, 1898. Band II, Heft 
VI of Beitroge sur Geschichte der Philosophie des Mittelalters. 

2 " Ist schon bis hieher manches in dem Beweise dunkel, so scheinen 
sich die abschliessenden Worte desselben — vielleicht wegen tiefer greifender 
Textverderbnisse — dem Verstandnis vollig zu entziehen." Op. cit., 126. 
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else," the destructio of the relation expressed in this proposition is: 
" That which is not possible, is not possible or has not the nature of 
possibility, also as a result of something -else." The objections here are 
manifold. The first is that the statement is a non sequitur. If the idea 
intended is that there must always be an external cause why a thing has 
or has not a given attribute, this idea may or may not be true, but if this 
is the assumption, then the original' proposition above mentioned as well 
as its destructio, likewise stated before, both follow from this general 
premise, but the destructio does not follow from the proposition stated 
in the first instance. 

Another more serious objection is that the destructio is irrelevant to 
the thing the sophist desires to prove and stands in no logical connection 
with the sentence which follows; unless we doctor the argument in an 
unwarrantable manner. 

The whole thing becomes plain if we understand properly the meaning 
of " consequens." " Consequens " is the correlative of " antecedens," and 
denotes the apodosis in a conditional sentence as contrasted with the 
protasis which is " antecedens." Whether a sentence or proposition has 
the form of an express condition, "if . . . then," or is relative in struc- 
ture, "that which is a is b," makes of course no difference. The latter 
is equivalent to saying, " if a, then b." 

In the proposition in the text therefore, "That which is possible, is 
possible or has the nature of possibility from something else," the " ante- 
cedens " is " That which is possible," the " consequens " is " is possible or 
has the nature of possibility from something else." Now if we destroy 
the consequent or negate it there logically follows the negation of the 
antecedent. In other words if a thing does not get its possibility from 
something else, it is not a possible thing, i.e., it has not the attribute 
■" possible " at all. But intelligence is precisely such a thing, for it is not 
dependent on any thing external to it. Hence intelligence is not a " pos- 
sible" thing at all. Hence since it exists it must be a necessary thing, 
and hence needs no God. Now the text is clear and consistent. The 
proposition derived by " destructio consequentis " should be punctuated as 
follows: "Quod non est possibile vel naturam non habet possibilis per 
extrinsecum aliquod vel per defectum extrinseci [antecedens], non habet 
naturam possibilis [consequens]." 

Isaac Husik. 
University of Pennsylvania. 
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